Palm Sunday – Parables & Perspectives

“The Cultivating of a Good Heart”  Luke 8:4-15

Luke 8:10 The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to you, 

but to others I speak in parables, so that, though seeing, they may not see; though hearing, 

they may not understand.
The 4 Types of Heart (The Parable of the Sower)

1. The hard heart; Vs. 12 “Those along the path are the ones who hear, and then 
     the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts”
· Stone cold toward God – impenetrable and becomes increasingly hard. John 12:10
2. The superficial heart; Vs. 13 “receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they 
     have no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away.” 

· Superficial followers; God of only good times. Job 2:10 “Shall we accept good from 
God, and not trouble?” 
3. The contaminated heart; Vs. 14 “those who hear, but as they go on their way they are 

    choked by life's worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature.”
· Cares and desires of the world rob it of spiritual nutrients – maturity. Mark 10:22 “At 
     this the man's face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.
4. The good heart; Vs. 15 “those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, 

     and by persevering produce a crop.”
· A good heart is a humble heart; a humble heart is a good heart. Matthew 11:29 “Take 
my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart…”
How to Cultivate a Noble or Humble Heart

1. I must recognize my daily need for a humble heart. Jeremiah 17:9 “the heart is deceitful 

    above all things and desperately wicked: who can know it?” 

· God alone regenerates – renews the heart. 1John 3:20 “For God is greater than our 
hearts, and he knows everything.”
2. I must always seek a humble heart. Ps 139:23 “Search me, O God, and know my heart; 
    test me and know my anxious thoughts.
· Willingness to place it on the altar of God to search it, reveal it and judge it. 1Cor 4:4
3. I must continually offer up my heart to God. Ps 51:10 “Create in me a pure heart, 
    O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.”
· Ezekiel 11:19 “I will give them an undivided heart and put a new spirit in them; I 
will remove from them their heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh.
4. I must always guard my heart. Proverbs 4:23 “Above all else, guard your heart, for 
    it is the wellspring of life.”
· A good check: Luke 6:43-45 the fruit of my words, deeds and thoughts.
· 2Tim 1:13-14 “Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you – guard it with the 
help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.”
Micah 6:8 “He has showed you O man what is good and what does the Lord required of you; to 
act justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God”

